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May 2, 2008 

Benediction

Delivered at the Inauguration of
President Mildred García, CSU Dominguez Hills

by Rabbi Jason Weiner
I am most deeply honored to deliver these words of benediction at the close of this sacred gathering.
I would like to especially thank President García and the Inauguration Committee for the invitation.
The rabbis of the Talmud teach that whenever we encounter a large gathering of people such as this, it is appropriate to offer the following blessing:

“Blessed is the wise one, who understands secrets, for the minds of each are different than the other, just as the face of each is different than the other.”

And so we pray, out of many you have made us one, you have created us splendidly in our distinctiveness, you have made us a spectacular tapestry, a living tapestry of many colors and complexions and languages and beliefs.  We are varied in our blessings and challenged by our curses, and indeed the face of each of us is different, and yet we gather here meeting face to face.  

Look around, see the beauty in the faces among you, each one unique, each one reflecting the image of the divine, each one from a common source, a single sacred family.  Yet behind every face hides so many secrets, so many painful secrets of suffering.  If only we would find your wisdom oh God and reveal all the secrets, the pain of those who suffer, of those who can not afford a decent education, of those who are overworked and underpaid, of immigrants struggling to get by, and those who are unable to learn.
Yet we have hope, we have faith because we have each other.

Assembled here in the light of the day, bathing in the warmth of your presence oh God, we affirm that higher education does not get built by bricks and mortar, that ancient wisdom is not found only in a temple, a cathedral or shrine, but rather it is here,  when we look upon each other face to face, out of many, humanity gathering together making one, and so let the secret of our suffering give way to stories, stories of rebuilding, repair, and redemption, stories of redemption like the story of  a daughter of Puerto Rican immigrants who was the first in her family to go to college and goes on to become the president of California State University, Dominguez Hills.

Stories of redemption that lead to empowerment of the people!

We the people, let us never forget the faces and the secrets and the stories.

God continue to grant President García, along with all of us, your wisdom that we may never forget that inspiration happens here, face to face, among the people, as we join together in this dynamic institution of higher learning with so much potential, in one spirit of humanity, where tales of languages and cultures are joined together by the power of the community and together encounter each other face to face and write a new story.                          

May this be God’s will, Amen.
